
‘Pawan da dhaba’ food fest from 
Friday

Le Meridien Kochi is organizing a Punjabi 
food festival ‘Pawan da dhaba’ named after 
its newly appointed executive chef Pawan Pal 
Singh Maini. The fest which will begin on 
June 16 will conclude on June 25. Living up to 
the spirit of colorful Punjabi dhaba, the 
dhaba will be offering many vegetarian and 
non- vegetarian delicacies providing guests 
with an unforgettable experience. They will 
also get a chance to savor some of the 
popular Punjabi delights like flavored lassi, 
Makki di roti, Sarson ka saag, Amritsari 
kulchas, Amiritsari fish fry, butter chicken, 
variety of paneer dishes, Doodh jalebi, Gajar 

ka halwa, Gur ka halwa and many more.

Get accurate price change details 
from Friday

Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) has put in place 
a blueprint for smooth rolling out of Daily 
Price Change of petrol and diesel from June 
16. Extensive training of dealers will be held 
to ensure that customers do not face any 
price misinformation or glitches.  Over 
26,000 IOC dealers will be given timely 
information on the effective prices at a pre-
designated time for the next day. “At a large 
number of IndianOil’s 10,000 automated 
Fuel Stations, daily price can be 
automatically updated centrally, besides 
technology also provides to schedule the 
price change at 00:00 hours. At the non-
automated petrol pumps, dealers would get 
the updated price by way of four distinct 
means: customised SMSs, e-Mails, mobile 
app and web portal for dealers,” the company 
said in a statement. Dealers will ensure price 
updation at their fuel stations before start of 
sale, every day. 

Free urology medical camp 
Insta Cure Surgical and Medical Centre will 
be  conducting a free urology medical camp 
in Insta Speciality Hospitals at Edappally for 
poor patients till June 25. The camp is being 
led by Dr K Raveendran Nair. For more details 
ocntact 9745544493, 9645205489, 
8590017769

Free welding course

A free welding course is being conducted by 
Vaduthala Don Bosco Technical Private ITI in 
association with the Cochin Shipyard as part 
of the CSR initiative under the Prime Minister 
Skill India Mission. Those who come under 
the BPL category are eligible to the free 
course. Applications are invited to the four 
month course. Classes for the first batch has 
already begun and the second batch is 
expected to commence by October, said 
officials in a press release. For more details 
contact, 9496083618

Better sand solution in the offing!

Mining company Metso India Private Ltd and 
washing equipment major CDE Asia Limited 
have agreed on a marketing co-operation in 
order to provide comprehensive 
manufactured sand solutions to customers 
in India. Metso’s scope covers the crushing 
and screening technology, and CDE Asia will 
provide the wet classification equipment 
required in the manufactured sand 
production process. The agreement is in line 
with Metso’s strategy to strengthen its 
capabilities by extending its portfolio in 
cooperation with strong partners around the 
world. “As a leading provider of equipment 
and services for the mining and aggregates 
industries, we always aim to provide the best 
solutions to our customers that are not only 
qualitative and efficient in terms of 
profitability, but also environmentally 
sustainable. This new marketing cooperation 
agreement allows the customers to acquire 
the whole process easily, and at the same 
time forms a good platform for future growth 
for both Metso and CDE Asia in India,” said 
Kamal Pahuja, Vice President, Mining and 
Aggregates, Metso India.
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Satire at
 its best
Nanda Kumar Menon’s nine-minute short film is inspired by 
Ayyappa Paniker’s poetry Video Maranam

Brightening up homes 

l Express Features 

P
enned by Ayyappa Paniker, 
Video Maranam is a piece 
dripping black humour 
and sarcasm. It comes in 

the form of  a letter from an ex-
patriate son, where he asks his 
brother to videograph the death 
of  their mother. He reminds his 
brother to get all the specifics 
right, so that he can screen it in 
front of  his US friends. Amma 
Oru Drishya Virunnu, Nanda 
Kumar Menon’s nine-minute 
short film, is inspired by this 
letter ridiculing Malayalees in-
sensitivity and upstart attitude. 
“It’s not a visual adaptation of  
Video Maranam, but a work 
drawing heavily from the crux 
of  it. The film is woven around 
the situation mentioned in the 
letter,” said the director.   

 In the film an elderly women 
lies half-conscious while her son 
is busy capturing her last mo-
ments. “Video Maranam was 
published in the late 90’s as part 
of  the collection titled Anchu 

Kroora Kavithakal. During that 
time, videography was a rage 
with people filming all special 
events in their lives,” he said. 
The film has Shoby Thilakan ap-
pearing in the lead role along 
with Raji Parameswaran, Sars-
wathy Rajan, Sreerag, Subha 
Bhat and Unnikrishnan. 

The son says his friends have 
seen Indian weddings, honey-
moon, divorce, sati, but not a fu-
neral. “He wants the ‘death-cum-
funeral’ complete with the 
mother breathing her last fol-
lowed by all the rites. He is plan-
ning to name it ‘The Last Mo-
ments of  an Indian Mother’ and 
show it to his friends during 
Christmas. He even asks his 
mother to somehow manage to 

die before that,” he says. In 
Amma Oru Drishya Virunnu it’s 
the grandchildren who come for-
ward making their parents real-
ise their mistake. “Here is a son 
who neglects his mother and is 
keen on filming her last mo-
ments for his brother settled 
abroad. He is waiting for her to 
die, but she is brought back to 
life by  his son who loves his 
granny,” he adds.         

 He says the short film was 
made as a tribute to mother-
hood, to convey a strong 
message. “The film deals 
with a very relevant 
theme. In today’s genera-
tion there are many chil-
dren who doesn’t under-
s t a n d  t h e  va l u e  o f  
relationships, who are will-
ing to send their parents to 
old age homes. But there 
comes a moment in their 
lives when they realise a 
mother’s love is priceless. I 
hope Amma Oru Drishya Vi-
runnu is a real eye-opener,” he 
says.  
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A
rtist Jimmy Mathew says no 
home is complete without a 
good amount of  artwork. “They 
could be paintings, sculptures 

or wall art. In fact, the aesthetics 
of  a home is enhanced, when 
you embellish it with art 
pieces,” says Jimmy, 
who has been do-
ing paintings for 
homes for the 
past ten years. 
Recently, some 
of  his works 
were on display 
at the Indian In-
stitute of  Archi-
tects Hall at Kochi.

“There is a huge 
difference when you do 
art to brighten up the interiors 
of  a home. There is less artistic 
freedom, of  course. However, you 
have to ensure that the art work 
blends with the decor of  the home. 
You need to be subtle, refined and 
perfect with your work,” he said.
Currently, his works have been put 
up at 50 homes and hotels across the 
state. “There are particular colours 
you should use. For example, I most-
ly use turquoise because it gives a 

soothing feel,” Jimmy said. In 
one of  the paintings, Jimmy 

has depicted an array of  bamboo 
using yellow and blue colours. 
“Here you get to be a little more 
creative. Nobody has seen a tur-
quoise-blue bamboo, but I have used 
it because it gives a good feel,” he 
said.  While some of  his works have 
landscapes as themes, others are 

more floral and abstract. “There 
is a lot of  demand for floral 

art in home decor. Ab-
stract is chosen by 

those who understand 
art more seriously,” 
he said. 

The idea to do 
this occurred when 
Jimmy had a chance 

meeting with an Aus-
tralian architect. He 

told Jimmy that he was 
good with colours and 

should use his subtle sense 
to make art for homes. 
The artist in Jimmy found its 

wings while working at a hospital 
for mentally challenged  patients in 
Bangalore. “I used to paint vividly 
when I was young, but lost track of  
my passion while growing up. Years 
of  alcoholism also took a toll,” he 
said. However, some moments at the 
home rekindled his urge to draw. “I 
was moved by many of  the scenes I 
saw there and had to sketch it down. 
Ever since I have continued paint-
ing,” the Kottayam resident said.

It’s not a visual 
adaptation of 

Video Maranam, 
but a work drawing 

heavily from the 
crux of it. The film 

is woven around the 
situation mentioned 

in the letter  
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W
hen most engineering 
students are trying to 
get their heads around 
using the 3D printing 
technology, one engi-
neering student from 

Kochi went one step ahead - he made a 
low cost 3D printer all by himself. Paul 
George, a third year mechanical engineer-
ing student of  Rajagiri Engineering Col-
lege, Kochi, has conceptualized, designed 
and put together a 3D printer that could 
print objects as tall as 600 mm and cost 
one-third of  the best varieties available 
in the market.

 “As a student of  mechanical engineer-
ing, I was aware of  the revolutionary role 
3D printing is playing in the manufactur-
ing industry. It also had become an essen-
tial equipment for engineers. But, 3D 
printers come at rates that most students 
could not afford and the options to get a 
3D model printed were very few . It was 
also the time I became interested in robot-
ics and realized that a 3D printer is essen-
tial. That’s when I thought of  trying to put 
together a 3D printer on my own,” says 
Paul. The years of  tinkering with all 
available electronic and mechanical com-
ponents there is and the experience of  
making a robot while he was in his Class 
XII gave Paul the confidence to go ahead. 
But, most of  the parts he needed were 
unavailable in India or were costly. “That 
is when my elder brother, a mechanical 
engineering student in the US, chipped in 
with the money. I made the first printer a 
year ago at a cost of  Rs 15,000. That worked 
well and many of  my friends used it for 
their college projects.”

 On learning about Paul’s initiative, one 
of  his cousins from Chennai asked him to 
make a 3D printer for his company. “He 
wanted a printer that is at least 600 mm in 
height and was planning to put it to indus-
trial use. I took up the challenge and com-
pleted the work in one and half  months. 
It could have been done in a shorter time 
if  the components like heated bed, hold-
ers and controllers were available locally. 
I had to source many components from 
abroad,” he said. It was made at a cost of  
Rs 60,000. The major features of  the print-
er, Paul says, that sets it apart from others 
in its price range are auto-calibration, 
better temperature controllers and tem-
perature safety features.

 Paul’s efforts have received a lot of  
praise in his college and the small com-
munity of  robotics enthusiasts in Kochi. 

“Paul’s efforts have inspired the students 
of  the college as its quite uncommon that 
a student embarks on such a project. At 
the college we are trying to bring more 
students to take up such projects through 
our Entrepreneurship Development Club 
after Paul’s achievement. He has handled 
a workshop on 3D printing and robotics in 
the college as well,” says Jithin P N, as-
sistant professor at Rajagiri Engineering 
College.

 Of  late, Paul has been receiving many 
inquiries for the 3D printers from people 
interested in robotics in the city. He quips 
that he is ready to build printers if  the 
offer is good. Going forward, what does 
Paul want to do? “My first love is robotics 
and that is what I would like to pursue. 
I’m planning to join a good institute after 
I complete my course.”

Objects printed on Paul’s 3D printer

It’s all in 3D Rajagiri student Paul 
George has developed a 
low-cost 3D printer 

3D printers come at rates that 
most students could not afford 
and the options to get a 3D model 
printed were very few . It was also 
the time I became interested in 
robotics and realized that a 3D 
printer is essential
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